Obtate of OOouth Garolinag
. MARCI ANDINO

COMMISSIONERS A Executive Director
DONNA C. ROYSON

JOHN H. HUDGENS, 01
Deputy Execulive Director

Chairperson
Director, Voter Services
CYNTHIA M. BENSCRH
JANET REYNOLDS
Director

TRACEY C. GREEN
Adminfstrative Services

PAMELLA B. PINSON
GARRY BAUM
THOMAS WARING Qﬁfdz‘ﬁ @A‘?f]ﬁ.ﬁﬂ §§ﬁﬁﬂ£ﬂffﬂ]? Dlrcctugn};u,l;_}f;g:;rmauon

PHONE: (803) 734-9060 CHRIS WHITMIRE
Public Information Officer

FAX: (803) 734-9366
www.SCVoles.org

August 19, 2008

Mr, Xarl S. Bowers, Ir.

Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough LLP
Attormeys and Counsgiors at Law

1320 Main Street, 17" Floor

Columbia, SC 29201

Dear Mr. Bowers:

1 am writing in vesponse to your letfer dated August 15, 2008 to Ms. Marci Andino concerning the
“Matter of Protest of Colling’ Petition for Candidacy.” The Election Commission meeling af which
Arthur Bryngelson and others were permitted to speak was not a protest hearing. “The Election
Comrmission has no statutoriy authority to hear a protest conceining the filing of a petition. Under the
rules governing protests, only candidates have standing to file a protest. - The Commission conducted
the meeting for the sole purpose of permitting interested parties to be heard on this.matier. :

During the meeting held on August 12, 2008 to hear the concerns of Mr. Bryngelson and others, the
Commission upheld the decision of the staff to accept Mr. Collins’ petition following a review of the -
petition format and a review of signatures by the county election commission pursuant o South .
Carolina Code Sections 7-11-80 and 7-11-85. In view of the fact that no motion was made tu overhun
that decision, the Commission did not change the staff decision, : :

We appreciate your petition and your clear and concise presentation of the concerns of your clients.
Having concluded in the August 12 meeting that these issues did not merit changing the staff
decision, the Election Commission declines o reconsider the staff decision in this matter.

Sincerely,
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